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Synopsis

The teaching at a prep college is handled by Associate Faculty who are part-time professors and full-time everything else.

Think about getting an education from this crew:

- Homeless hippie in History who covertly lives in the lounge.

- Pest Exterminator in Biology that has an endless supply of bizarre specimens.

- Brusque New Yorker on a constant caffeine high covering all the Fine Arts classes.

- Cuban beauty instructing English as the 1st language.

- Lowly lab tech that really runs the place through his deft and brilliant manipulation of the system.

- 8th grade science teacher looking for some meaningful adult interaction as the Earth Sciences Prof but finding a dysfunctional band of gypsies that her anal-retentive instincts drive her to keep together.

Mixing the pressures and happenings of the Associates’ diverse, full-time lives with each other, a sweeping array of students, and the elitist administrators, creates an environment ripe with awkward situations and uncontrolled, escalating events.

Consider Episode 1 where we:
· See the havoc wreaked by a shark head given to the Biology professor,

· Follow the lab guy in his quest for the beautiful English professor,

· Hear the results of cross-discipline teaching with dance and wrestling,

· Live the Associates’ ongoing battle with Administration,

· Learn a little History and Shakespeare.
A wide range of adults, young and old, will connect with this environment and premise as many live it daily.

The majority of Americans are impacted in some way by local prep college life through attendance or community events.

Come take a look at the craziness behind the scenes…
Main Characters:

Associate Faculty

 - Raul Stella

    - Full-time Science Lab manager and lab instructor.
    - Has supplies hidden all over the college.
    - Immediately provides what is needed from unusual places.
    - Often working on some odd project.
    - Stealthily appears and disappears.
    - Infatuated with Isabella Famosa.
    - Buddies with Jean Brookstone.
    - Light skinned with European Spanish accent.
- Jean Brookstone
    - Geology Professor.
    - Full-time middle school science teacher.
    - Uses the dysfunctional system/environment to her advantage.
    - Buddies with Raul Stella.
    - Caucasian with urban Texas accent.
- Isabella Famosa

    - Language Arts Professor.
    - Former interpreter for Cuban leaders.
    - Very tall and slender with a royal presence.
    - Gregarious with black, flowing hair.
    - Mysteriously wealthy and works for the pleasure of teaching.
    - Dark-skinned with Cuban accent.
 - Vanessa Gilder
    - Visual/Performing Arts Professor.
    - Wide array of “shocking” dance apparel.
    - Manages a boutique coffee shop.
    - Constantly on a caffeine high.  Very energetic.

    - Looks and speech of a 3rd generation New Yorker.
 - Paul Pelosi

    - Biology Professor.
    - Often chasing/catching bizarre insects.
    - Regularly has strange, frozen specimens in the freezer.
    - Full-time pest control technician.
    - African-American with a British accent.
 - Greg Drifter

    - History Professor.
    - Recently divorced and covertly living at the college.
    - Grew up in the 60s and is still a hippie.
    - Often searching for random full-time jobs.
    - Caucasian, ponytail, hippie accent.
Support Characters:
Deans

 - Mary Christmas

    - Science department head.
    - Slyly causes administrative assistant to be the heavy hand.
    - Large, jovial Caucasian with Chicago accent.
- Dr. John Fogstaff

    - Community College President focused on Contributors

and Board of Regents.
    - African-American with Ivy League speech.
Others

Administrator for Dean
 - Enricka Hausler

    - Activity/Room coordinator.
    - Heavy hand for Deans.
    - Intimidating Caucasian with German accent.
Coach
 - Heinz Ruffer

    - Coaches all sports using his wrestling mindset.
    - Caucasian with gravelly speech.
Cafeteria manager
  - Falda

     - Never speaks.
     - Communicates via gestures, expressions, and kitchen utensils.

     - All are afraid of her, take what she gives, and never complain.
     - Stout, Icelandic beauty.
     - Greg Drifter secretly longs for her.
Students

 - Wide array from High School students to grandparents.


- Current High School kids trying to get ahead.
          - High School grads trying to get to a bigger school.
          - Baby boomers working on career changes.
          - Grandparents just wanting something new.
The Associates
Episode One
“The Shark Head”

Written by

R. H. Brooks

CHARACTERS IN EPISODE (in order of appearance):

JEAN BROOKSTONE
PAUL PELOSI

VANESSA GILDER

GREG DRIFTER

ENRICKA HAUSLER

RAUL STELLA

ISABELLA FAMOSA

STUDENT WITH CIGAR
FEMALE STUDENT

HISTORY STUDENT
HEINZ RUFFER

ACT ONE
SCENE ONE
ASSOCIATE FACULTY LOUNGE (AFL) SET-UP:
ENTRY TO SCHOOL HALLWAY IS UPSTAGE CENTER.

ENTRY TO BREAKROOM IS MIDSTAGE RIGHT.
A SOFA IS LOCATED DOWNSTAGE RIGHT.

TWO WORKSTATIONS ARE LOCATED DOWNSTAGE CENTER.

ADDITIONAL FURNITURE AND WORKSTATIONS ARE PACKED INTO UPSTAGE/DOWNSTAGE LEFT AND UPSTAGE RIGHT.

JEAN BROOKSTONE AND PAUL PELOSI ARE TYPING IN RYTHMIC CADENCE AT COMPUTER STATIONS DOWNSTAGE CENTER IN THE AFL AND BECOMING INCREASINGLY COMPETITIVE AT TYPING VERY FAST.

VANESSA GILDER ENTERS FROM THE HALLWAY, DANCES THROUGH AND SAYS, “HI” IN PASSING.
VANESSA

Hi!

THERE IS NO RESPONSE AND SHE EXITS TO THE BREAKROOM WITH NO CONCERN.

THERE IS A WOMAN’S SCREAM FOLLOWED BY A THUD, AND THEN ANOTHER THUD.
JEAN AND PAUL DON’T APPEAR TO NOTICE AND CONTINUE TYPING.

GREG DRIFTER ENTERS FROM THE BREAKROOM DRAGGING VANESSA AND LAYS HER ON THE SOFA.  SHE IS DRESSED IN A VERY BRIGHT DANCE LEOTARD WITH A TEAR BELOW THE KNEE.  HALF OF GREG’S FACE IS COVERED WITH SHAVING CREAM.

WITHOUT PROMPTING, GREG BEGINS TO EXPLAIN WHAT HAPPENED WHILE HE FANS VANESSA…

GREG

Dudes, she opened the freezer door to get her Frappuccino, and a shark jumped out and bit her on the leg, and then she like passed out, man.
PAUL GASPS, JUMPS UP, AND RUNS TO THE BREAKROOM.
JEAN LOOKS AT PAUL AS HE GASPS AND THEN BURIES HER HEAD DEEPER IN HER WORKSTATION AFTER SEEING PAUL DISAPPEAR INTO THE BREAKROOM.
GREG CONTINUES FANNING VANESSA.

GREG

What kind of idiot would put a shark head in the freezer?  Man, there are some crazy sick people around here.
PAUL SHUFFLES BY CARRYING A LARGE PAPER BAG WITH THE TIP OF A SHARK’S NOSE STILL VISIBLE AND EXITS TO THE HALLWAY.
GREG
(HYSTERICALLY.)  Hey!  What are you doing, man?  Where are you going with that?

JEAN
(SLOWLY AND CALMLY TO GREG.)  Greg, Vanessa accidentally knocked herself unconscious with the freezer door and the ice trays fell and tore her leotard.

GREG
But I saw the shark head there on the floor, man…

JEAN
…And you saw this while you were shaving at the sink in the breakroom?…

GREG
…I didn’t say that…(THEN, REALIZING THAT HALF HIS FACE IS COVERED WITH SHAVING CREAM.)…I was having some banana cream pie for breakfast…
JEAN
Greg, I know you live here, but the administration doesn’t.  I really want to keep it that way and the way to do that is to see what I told you.

GREG
...but that’s crazy…

JEAN
We are all crazy, Greg, that is just part of being a Professor here, but we have to watch out for each other.  You know, cover each other’s back.
GREG
But why are you protecting Paul?

JEAN
Because I gave Paul what you didn’t see to add to our sea life specimen collection.  One of my 8th graders brought me a wonderful sample.
GREG
Brought what?

JEAN
Very good, Greg, I see that we understand each other.

VANESSA
(GROGGILY.)  What happened?
JEAN RAISES HER EYEBROWS TO GREG, ENCOURAGING HIM TO TELL HER.
GREG
(TO VANESSA.)  Man, you were too close to the freezer when you opened the door and it hit your head hard.  Then, as you collapsed, the ice trays fell and they tore your leotards.

VANESSA
(STARES DISGUSTEDLY AT GREG, THEN SPEAKS.)   What?  Do you think I’m some kind of fool?  Paul just had another of his freaky specimens of something in the freezer again.

ENRICKA ENTERS WITH COMMOTION AND AUTHORITY FROM THE HALLWAY.

ENRICKA
I heard a scream.  What happened?

JEAN JUMPS IN FRONT OF GREG SO THAT ENRICKA DOESN’T SEE THE SHAVING CREAM STILL ON HIS FACE.

JEAN
A shark jumped out of the freezer and bit Vanessa’s leg!
ENRICKA
(STARING AT JEAN.)  I’ve got my eye on you, Brookstone.  (TURNING TO LEAVE, CALLING FOR RAUL.)  Stella!  Get in here and get an accident report submitted!
RAUL ENTERS IMMEDIATELY FROM THE HALLWAY.

RAUL
Sure Enricka.  I’ll get right on it...

RAUL SITS AT THE STATION NEXT TO JEAN, WHO HAS RETURNED TO HER SEAT, AND TYPES UNTIL ENRICKA EXITS.
RAUL
What is up with Paul?  He came running into a freshman lab and screamed, “Look at this!” and then dropped a paper bag covering a shark head!

JEAN
(SHRUGGING.)  I thought he would appreciate it.

RAUL
Looks to me like it made his semester!  (TO ALL.)  So, what happened?

VANESSA

Paul’s shark head fell out of the freezer and it cut my tights.

RAUL

Ouch.  That’s not good.  So, do I write up that you suffered a shark bite in the breakroom and see how the Dean explains this?

VANESSA
No need for a write-up.  I am fine, although I could use another pair of leggings.

RAUL
Oh, I have some right here.  
RAUL TURNS OVER HIS CHAIR AND TAPED TO THE BOTTOM IS A PAIR OF LEGGINGS JUST LIKE VANESSA IS WEARING.

GREG
Dude, why is that there, and how did you know it?

RAUL
(GRINNING.)  I’m just good, man…

VANESSA
(TAKING THE NEW LEOTARDS AND EXITING TO THE HALLWAY.)  Thanks Raul.  I owe you one…
JEAN
So, Greg, shouldn’t you go wash off that banana cream pie?
GREG
(SHEEPISHLY RISING AND EXITING TO BREAKROOM.)  Oh…yeah man…thanks…

RAUL
(TO JEAN.)  Still shaving in the breakroom, huh?  I hope he and the wife work out something soon.  It weirds me out when he is living here.

ISABELLA FAMOSA COMES SWEEPING IN FROM THE HALLWAY.
ISABELLA
Oh, wonderful!  My favorite American friends.  I have a question for you…
RAUL
(BEAMING.)  I’m sure that I have an answer for you, Isabella.

ISABELLA
 I hope you do, you funny little man…So, I want to see a classic rock band concert this weekend.  Who should I go see?

JEAN
I agree.  They are definitely the best group in town.
ISABELLA
Who is?

JEAN
Without question.
ISABELLA

(GETTING PERTURBED.) If this is one of your scientific mind trick experiments…

RAUL
…Isabella, Isabella, she means the classic rock band named The Who.

ISABELLA
Oh yes, yes.  I have heard of them.  How fortunate that they are in town.  (WHILE HEADING FOR THE HALLWAY.)  Do you know what group is opening for them?

JEAN
Why.

ISABELLA
Just curious.

JEAN
Why.

ISABELLA
(TURNING TO FACE JEAN.)  Listen, Brookstone, I don’t understand the reason behind your being so difficult but…
RAUL
…she means a band named Why is opening for The Who.

ISABELLA
(WHILE EXITING)  Oh…well…I see…thank you.

RAUL
(TO JEAN.)  Don’t tease her like that or she will quit trusting us.  Didn’t you hear her call us her “favorite American friends”?
JEAN
Whatever Romeo.  Just don’t kill yourself over a Capulet.  (WHILE EXITING TO HALLWAY.)  I have a class to teach.

GREG ENTERS FROM THE BREAKROOM.

RAUL
Did you leave me any pie?

GREG
What…uh…no man.  I ate the last slice.  I’ve got to get to class, man.

GREG EXITS TO THE HALLWAY.  RAUL MOVES TO THE WORKSTATION.
RAUL  
Now, to get some great tickets for my dear Isabella.

FADE OUT:
END OF ACT ONE.
ACT TWO
SCENE ONE
ISABELLA FAMOSA COMES SWEEPING INTO HER CLASSROOM LIKE ROYALTY.

ISABELLA
(EXPOUNDING.)….William Shakespeare was a master at making his plays appealing to the common citizens of his time period, yet his themes are timeless.  He produced stories of the elite encountering the same troubles as commoners, only on a much larger scale.  He excelled at both tragedy and comedy, and produced popular plays with complex characters, witty poetry, and deep philosophy.  His works have been translated into every major living language…
ISABELLA NOTICES A STUDENT CHEWING A HALF-SMOKED CIGAR.

ISABELLA
You!  You there with that disgusting domestic imitation in your mouth!  What do you think you are doing?  (AS SHE SWEEPS TO THE REAR OF THE CLASS, NEXT TO THE OFFENDER.)  First of all, there is no smoking or chewing of tobacco in the classroom, and second of all, if you choose to test me on that, have the refinement to bring a fine Cuban Cohiba Siglo.  Arguably the best Cuban cigar being produced today.

STUDENT IS STARING WITH MOUTH OPEN AND THE CIGAR FALLS TO THE FLOOR, WHERE ISABELLA STOMPS IT FLAT IN A FIT.

ISABELLA
There!  That’s what I think of your pathetic American imitation!  As for you!  (POINTING AT THE STUDENT.)  In Cuba you would be shot for committing such a crime!  But I let you off easy.  Write me a 2,000 word, double-spaced essay on how the Cuban Cohiba Siglo cigar is superior to your pathetic American want-to-be.  OK?

STUDENT, WITH MOUTH STILL OPEN, SLOWLY NODS YES.

ISABELLA
OK, back to Mr. Shakespeare…
FEMALE STUDENT
(RAISING HER HAND.)  Ms. Famosa, oh, Ms. Famosa.
ISABELLA
Yes, my child.

FEMALE STUDENT
Please tell us more about your time interpreting for the Cuban Dictator.

ISABELLA SWEEPS TO THE FRONT OF THE ROOM AND PREPARES TO BEGIN A VIVID STORY.

ISABELLA
Thank you so for the invitation my sweet but, alas, (ISABELLA’S SHOULDERS DROOP.) I cannot.  My commitment is to teach you Shakespeare during this hour, so, to the Bard’s musings I must return…
JEAN AND RAUL ARE WALKING PAST ISABELLA’S CLASSROOM WHEN SHE SWEEPS TO THE FRONT OF THE ROOM AND, DEJECTEDLY, MOVES BACK TO THE SHAKESPEARE LECTURE.  THEY PAUSE BRIEFLY AND THEN MOVE ON, SHAKING THEIR HEADS.

JEAN
What kinds of secrets do you think she brought with her to the states?

RAUL
I don’t know, but I am sure she would have to kill you after telling you…Although, she did bring some nice artifacts with her that the archaeology department uses.

JEAN
Like what?

RAUL STOPS AT A LOCKER AND PULLS OUT A GLASS CASE CONTAINING A MOUNTING BOARD SUPPORTING SEVERAL BOOTLACES WITH BRASS TAGS ON THE ENDS.

RAUL
Like this authentic recreation of the bootlaces that Europeans traded to the first Cubans they encountered for Cuban gold.

JEAN
(STARING AT RAUL.)  You are infatuated with her, aren’t you?

RAUL SHEEPISHLY PLACES THE TREASURE BACK IN THE LOCKER.

JEAN
Did you get tickets to The Who?

RAUL
Why?

JEAN
That’s not funny.  Are you taking Isabella?

RAUL
Maybe…

JEAN
Be careful, you funny little man…

RAUL
(CHANGING THE SUBJECT.)  So, you needed a sample for your class…

JEAN
Oh yes, I could really use a good Copralite sample.  I love to pass it around while I am lecturing and then, after it gets all the way around the class, casually mention what it is.

RAUL
I got it right here.    

RAUL STOPS AND REMOVES THE FALSE BOTTOM OF A FIRE ENTINGUISHER CASING AND PULLS OUT A COPRALITE SAMPLE.

RAUL

Yep, there’s nothing better to pass around to clueless students than a nice pile of dinosaur dung!
JEAN
Thanks, Raul.  You are the greatest.  

JEAN TAKES THE COPRALITE AND ENTERS HER CLASSROOM.

RAUL PROCEEDS A FEW STEPS, POPS THE SIDE OFF A WATER FOUNTAIN, AND PULLS OUT A COLD COKE THAT HAD BEEN PLACED BY THE REFRIGERATION UNIT OF THE WATER FOUNTAIN.  HE REPLACES THE SIDE, AND PROCEEDS DOWN THE HALLWAY.

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT TWO, SCENE ONE.

ACT TWO

SCENE TWO

GREG IS ON A COUCH AND PAUL AT A WORKSTATION IN THE AFL.

GREG
Man, why is it that you like bugs so much, I mean, like roaches, man, those are really gross things…
PAUL
But they are survivors and I think we can learn a lot from them.  One reason they have survived is that they are so repulsive.  You know?  I mean, what is more repulsive than a roach?

GREG
My ex-wife.
PAUL
Exactly, but she’s a survivor right.  I mean, she’s living in the house and you…well you are living somewhere else.

GREG
(DEFENSIVELY.)  Hey, I can live in the house if I want, man!  I just choose to live…somewhere else.
PAUL
OK, well, anyway, I just love to study stuff like that and figure out how we can use what “survivors” do to keep our own species alive.

GREG
What have you discovered so far?
PAUL
That we need to grow hard wings and become scavengers.

GREG
Oh, that’s disgusting, man.  I’m not doing that.
PAUL
Yeah.  No Nobel prize in that find.
GREG
So what are you doing with the shark head?
PAUL
It is mostly to give the students a dose of reality.  For most people, their concept of a shark is from Hollywood.  They have never seen a real shark, not even at an aquarium.

GREG
Well it was a dose of something else for me, man.  I may not be able to sleep tonight.  Dude, you can’t even imagine what goes through your brain when you see a shark head leaping out of the freezer at someone.  That kind of thing stays with you, man.

PAUL
Sorry about that.  It wasn’t planned.  I just had to get a lab posted for my online class and sort of forgot about it.

GREG
Oh, yeah, class.  Hey, I gotta’ go man, I got one starting now.  See ya’.
GREG EXISTS TO THE HALLWAY AS PAUL RETURNS TO TYPING AT HIS WORKSTATION.
FADE OUT
END OF ACT TWO.

ACT THREE
SCENE ONE

RAUL AND GREG ARE WALKING TOGETHER DOWN A HALLWAY.  RAUL IS CARRYING A 50X SCALE OF A HOUSEFLY, WITH BATTERY OPERATED WINGS, WHICH ARE FLAPPING SLOWLY.
GREG
I remember seeing something like that back in the 60s, when I started mixing stuff.  Man, you are really weirding me out carrying that thing around.

RAUL
That’s exactly the effect that I’m looking for.  This is part of a new display on the impacts of global warming.

GREG
You mean flies get bigger as the polar ice melts?

RAUL
Wellll, who knows what can occur with a thinning ozone layer…
GREG PEELS OFF AND ENTERS HIS CLASSROOM.

GREG
OK Dudes, today we will be studying the 60s…(HE STARES OFF INTO THE DISTANCE FOR A FEW SECONDS.)…I know they were great, but I don’t remember much about them, man.

So, here are the 5 major things you need to know for the upcoming essay test…
Number One - 70 million children from the post-war baby boom became teenagers and young adults during the 60s.  Many of these young people wanted change and pushed for it in revolutionary ways such as unprecedented forms of organized protests.
Number Two - U.S. Astronauts entered space in 1961 and walked on the moon in 1969.

Number Three - The original James Bond movies were released and immensely popular resulting in a new standard for sex and violence in films.

 GREG AGAIN STARES INTO THE DISTANCE.
HISTORY STUDENT
I thought you said there were 5 things.

GREG
Yea…well…I can’t remember the other two, so be sure and do your chapter questions…
RAUL WALKS BACK BY, WITHOUT THE FLY, TALKING TO ENRICKA ON HIS MOBILE PHONE.

RAUL
Enricka, really, everything’s fine.  Vanessa was in perfect health for her next class and we had a replacement for her damaged clothing on hand…Right…Right…OK.  Thanks.
AS RAUL WALKS PAST PAUL’S CLASSROOM, HE NOTICES THAT PAUL SUSPENDED THE SHARK HEAD IN SOLUTION IN A HUGE DISPLAY JAR AT THE FRONT OF HIS CLASS.  PAUL IS GIVING A VERY ANIMATED LECTURE ON THE OPERATION OF THE AQUATIC FOOD CHAIN AND WHAT ROLE THE SHARK PLAYS IN IT.  PAUL WAVES ENTHUSIASTICALLY AT RAUL AND POINTS TO THE SHARK HEAD.  RAUL WAVES AND MOVES ON.

AS RAUL ENTERS THE AFL, JEAN IS WEARING A WELDER’S HELMET AND BURNING A STICK OF MAGNESIUM THAT SHE IS HOLDING WITH LAB TONGS.

JEAN
(SCREAMING WITH EXCITEMENT.)  Oh they are going to love this one, baby!  Yeah, this is awesome!

RAUL NONCHALANTLY GRABS THE FIRE EXTINGUISHER FROM A MOUNTING JUST INSIDE THE DOOR AND SPRAYS THE MAGNESIUM STICK.

JEAN
(IRRITATED, AS SHE FLIPS THE MASK UP.)  Hey, what do you think you are doing?  This is science, buddy.

RAUL
That kind of Science needs to happen in the lab only.  City Fire Code regulations.

JEAN
(WITH EXTINGUISHER FOAM DRIPPING FROM HER STICK OF MAGNESIUM.)  Fine then.  To the lab…(EXITING THE AFL.)

ISABELLA COMES SWEEPING IN AND SPEAKS TO NO ONE IN PARTICULAR.

ISABELLA
You will not believe what happened to me today…
RAUL
(SMILING.) …I bet it’s nothing that can’t be remedied by this…two tickets to ‘The Who’!! 
RAUL PULLS OUT TWO TICKETS TO “THE WHO” CONCERT FROM BEHIND A LIGHT IN A WORKSTATION AND GIVES THEM TO ISABELLA.

ISABELLA TAKES THE TICKETS.
ISABELLA
Oh..Oh..You funny little man.  You know just what I need.  
ISABELLA KISSES HIS FOREHEAD LEAVING LIPSTICK LIPS, THEN SWEEPS FROM THE AFL WITH THE TICKETS.

PAUL ENTERS THE AFL WITH LIPSTICK LIPS ON HIS CHEEK.
PAUL
What is up with Isabella?  She kissed me and then went away repeating, “Thank God for that funny little man.  Thank God for that funny little man”?

RAUL
I got her tickets to The Who.

PAUL
The Who.

RAUL
Exactly.

PAUL
With you?

RAUL
No.  She has an international bounty hunter for a boyfriend.  (DREAMILY.)  I have to find other ways to please my Juliet.

PAUL
You mean Isabella.

RAUL
Oh, yes, Isabella.  (RECOVERING.)  So, how did things go with the shark today?

PAUL
Bloody well, until Enricka had her goons confiscate it.
RAUL
Confiscate it?  Under what pretense?
PAUL
The nurse reported a record number of cases of student nausea.

RAUL
Wow!  Even more than when the genetics department released the chicken they engineered for dark-meat lovers with 3 legs and 4 wings?

PAUL
Is that the one that outran everyone and then flew straight up like a helicopter?

VANESSA ENTERS the AFL FOLLOWED BY COACH HEINZ RUFFER.
VANESSA
No, no, no, no, no.  A headlock has no place in interpretive dance.  Now, I agreed to allow you to teach my class as part of a cross-discipline experiment, but this experiment is over.  Do you hear me?  Over.
HEINZ
Aw, c’mon Gilder, I was just trying to show them another way to interpret.  Sometimes all that leapin’ and spinnin’ can get to ya’ so I just wanted to show them a way to shut it down when it did…

VANESSA
The way to (
MAKING QUOTATION MARKS WITH HER FINGERS.) “shut it down” is to exit the room, not to begin randomly attacking the other dancers.  You just don’t understand the dancer’s mind.  They will now struggle for weeks, watching out of the corners of their eyes, worried that another crazed dancer will come flying at them with a body block anytime that they leap.
HEINZ
Exactly!  It will keep them on their toes, and that’s where you want your dancers, on their toes.  Right?

VANESSA SCREAMS IN FRUSTRATION AND RUNS OUT OF THE AFL.
RAUL
Coach, I think you can take that as a “No”.

GREG ENTERS THE AFL AND COACH RUFFER SIMULATES ATTACKING AND PINNING ON GREG AS COACH HEINZ DELIVERS THE FOLLOWING LINE.

HEINZ
I tried to do what she wanted, but it is so hard to let them jump around and spin and not want to attack and pin.  
GREG
Aaaaaahhhhhh!
SEVERAL THINGS FALL OUT OF GREG’S BACKPACK AS HE GOES DOWN, INCLUDING A SHAVER, SHAVING CREAM, DEODORANT, USED SOAP, DIRTY SOCKS, AND CORN COB SKEWERS.

PAUL
What are you doing carrying all that stuff in your backpack?

GREG
(GETTING UP FROM BEING PINNED.)  Uuuhhhh…I had to run to the store between classes today and didn’t get to drop it by home yet…

PAUL
But that soap is used.  Why on earth are you carrying used soap in your backpack?

GREG
(AGITATED.)  Look man, I don’t ask you about whatever strange things you have in the freezer, you don’t ask me about what’s in my backpack!  Got it?!
PAUL
(QUIETLY.)  Got it.

GREG
Good!

RAUL
(IN AN ATTEMPT TO DISARM THE SITUATION.)  So, coach.  What other cross-over classes did you teach for Vanessa?

HEINZ
In sculpting, they worked on the most beautiful statue known to man.  (STRIKING THE POSE.) The Heisman trophy.

RAUL
(SARCASTICALLY.)  Nice…

JEAN ENTERS THE AFL BARELY ABLE TO STAND BECAUSE SHE IS LAUGHING SO HARD.

RAUL
What is up with you?

JEAN
(LAUGHING.)   …Shark…

RAUL
Paul told me about it getting confiscated, but that’s not funny.

JEAN
(GAINING COMPOSURE.)  One of the security guards that Enricka had confiscate the shark is a student of mine.  I offered him five extra points on his final grade to put it a place of my choosing…

RAUL
…This is sounding good…

JEAN
…So what does Enricka do just before leaving each day?…

RAUL
…She grabs her jacket from her personal closet…   

JEAN
…And today her closet holds a backlit display jar of shark head….

RAUL
…And that should happen just about (LOOKING AT HIS WATCH AND PAUSING)…right…now.
A DISTANT SCREAM IS HEARD FOLLOWING BY ENRICKA CALLING FOR RAUL.

ENRICKA
(SCREAMING.)  Aaaaaahhhhh!!  Stellllllaaaaaa!

RAUL
(APPROVINGLY.)  …Nice…

RAUL EXITS TO HELP ENRICKA WHILE THE GROUP IN THE AFL HEADS TO THE BREAKROOM, THE COUCH, OR A WORKSTATION CUBICLE.  ALL ARE LAUGHING.

FADE OUT.

END OF ACT THREE.
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